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INTELLECTUAL RELATIONS BETWEEN SPAIN 
AND THE UNITED STATES 

PLANS PROPOSED BY THE JUNTA PARA AMPLIACION 

DE ESTUDIOS 

[The Junta para Ampliacion de Estudios, or Board of Extension of 
Studies of Madrid, has taken active steps to promote closer intellectual rela- 
tions between Spain and the United States. A note was directed early in 
1919 to the government at Washington, through the Spanish government, 
wherein were indicated some of the proposed plans for intellectual aid and 
collaboration. This note was followed by the appointment of a special 
delegate of the Spanish Ministry of Public Instruction, Sefior Jose Castillejo, 
who visited the United States during the months of June and July in the 
name of the Junta. Various universities, colleges, and schools were visited 
by Sefior Castillejo and educators were consulted. The results of his visit 
were very gratifying, and the two notes which follow were sent to the 
tiniversities, colleges and schools of the United States before leaving for 
Spain. The visit of this official delegate of the Junta has aroused much 
enthusiasm in the intellectual relations between Spain and our country. The 
plans which are submitted in the following notes arc very praiseworthy, 
and it is to be hoped that the American educators will take active steps 
toward the realization of the projects. Hispania, the official organ of 
The American Association of Teachers of Spanish, will lend all possible aid. 
Our teachers of Spanish are deeply interested in all the plans submitted, 
and their cooperation is certain. In order, therefore, to give the matter 
in question the necessary publicity, wc take pleasure in publishing herewith 
the two notes which Sefior Castillejo has recently sent to our universities, 
colleges, and schools. — The Editors.] 

Character and Functions of the Board of Extension of 
Studies of the Ministry of Public Instruction in Madrid 

Since 1907 there has taken place in Spain an important reform 
movement in general education and in scientific production. There 
had been fundamental errors in the pedagogical politics of Spain 
such as (a) the making of reforms in the regulations instead of 
reforming the teaching body, (b) the carrying into public instruc- 
tion of the instability and passions of political life, and (c) the 
maintenance of isolation from the scientific and pedagogical move- 
ments in other countries. 

242 



Intellectual Relations of Spain and United States 243 

In order to remedy these defects, there was created in 1907 a 
permanent committee composed of scientific men and of some 
political men from all the parties, under the presidency of Dr. 
Ramon y Cajal, the highest scientific authority in the country. 
There was given to this committee, which is called The Board of 
Extension of Studies, a certain degree of autonomy and the Parlia- 
ment has put at its disposal each year resources which now reach 
the sum of $160,000 annually. 

The work which has been accomplished up to the present time 
by this committee may be grouped under the following general 
heads : 

1. It has sent scholars to study in the universities and labora- 
tories of various countries of Europe and America. Previous to 
the war the number of scholarships was more than one hundred 
annually; since the war about thirty. These scholarships are given 
to professors, scientific men and young graduates of the Spanish 
universities who desire to complete their preparation in foreign 
countries. In making the selection there is taken into account the 
aptitude of the persons and the importance of the studies, without 
giving any preference whatever for reasons of sex and without 
taking into account religious or political affiliations. In Rome the 
Board has organized a Spanish School of Archeology and History, 
which suspended its work upon the outbreak of the war, and will 
continue it shortly. 

2. It has organized in Madrid several departments of scientific 
laboratories and seminaries, placing at the head of them some of 
the best qualified Spanish professors, and grouping about them 
young people who have distinguished themselves as scholars in 
foreign countries and Spanish graduates who wish to prepare 
themselves to go to foreign countries. The work of personal 
investigation is carried on in these laboratories. The principal 
departments are: Philology and Literature; Social and Political 
History of Spain; History of Spanish Art ; Arabic and Hebrew 
Literature; Philosophy; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry; Physi- 
ology; Geology; Paleontology and Prehistoric studies; Zoology; 
Botany; Histology. These laboratories are being equipped with 
apparatus and books. 
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The results of the research of these laboratories and seminaries 
and of the scholars are published in books, pamphlets, and period- 
icals. There have appeared up to the present time more than one 
hundred and twenty volumes of publications. 

3. It has opened in Madrid Halls of Residence for University 
students. One hundred and twenty men and seventy women stu- 
dents are already living in these halls, and they are provided there 
not only with lodging and meals but also with libraries, labora- 
tories, and a certain amount of tuition to supplement the teaching 
given in the University. 

4. Under the direction and control of the Board, an official high 
school has been established in Madrid where new methods, plans 
of study, and experiments have been introduced. The government 
wishes this school to be both a laboratory for the reform of the other 
high schools and a training college for high school teachers. In 
this new high school the Board has joined forces with the American 
School for Girls formerly opened in Madrid, and American teachers 
do the teaching of English language and literature, collaborating 
in games and in the educational work. 

5. In order to meet a growing interest in Spanish language, 
literature, and art in other countries, the Board has organized in 
Madrid (a) courses in grammar, phonetics, Spanish literature, and 
Spanish art, dedicated especially to foreigners, one of which courses 
is given during the summer; (b) courses to prepare Spanish grad- 
uates who may desire to teach the Spanish language and literature in 
foreign schools or universities. 

The Board of Extension of Studies, desiring to promote closer 
relations with the United States, has sent to the government at 
Washington, through the Spanish government, a note in which are 
indicated some of the forms of reciprocal aid and intellectual col- 
laboration proposed between the two countries. 

A delegate from the Ministry of Public Instruction in Madrid 
has visited several universities and corporations of the United States 
in order to urge the importance of such relations. As a result of 
this visit he wishes to submit to the consideration of professors and 
scientific men of this country some projects which he considers prac- 
ticable and to ask their opinion concerning them. 
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A Note to the Universities of the United States Submitting 
for Their Consideration Some Projects for Closer Rela- 
tions With Spain 

1. The Board of Extension of Studies, of Madrid, is prepared to 
receive in its laboratories and seminaries a certain number of Ameri- 
can students, placing at their disposal books, materials for work, and 
the direction of competent professors. The following departments 
should be of special interest to such students : Spanish Philology and 
Literature, History of Spanish Art, Paleontology and Prehistoric 
studies. In some cases the departments of Geology, Botany, and 
Zoology will also be of interest. All these departments are dedicated 
to post-graduate work, furnishing to each student the means and 
direction for research work. 

2. The Spanish universities, in which instruction is given for 
undergraduates, are open to foreigners who can obtain in them 
degrees if they pass the required examinations. Students who have 
passed equivalent examinations in their own country may be excused 
from those of the university. 

3. Some students from the United States can be received in the 
Residence Halls for students in Madrid where they will live with 
Spanish students and graduates, receiving board and lodging and 
the advantages of libraries, games and social life for from $35 to $40 
per month. The Residence Hall provides games (football and 
tennis) and mountain sports. 

4. The Board of Extension of Studies has organized in Madrid 
intensive teaching (three quarterly courses every year), in Spanish 
grammar, phonetics and literature for foreigners, in charge of 
specialists. During the summer it maintains a Holiday Course for 
Foreigners with classes in language and literature, lectures on 
Spanish life and history, and visits to museums and historical cities. 

5. The departments of Philology, Literature, History, Paleon- 
tology, and Natural Sciences, of the Board of Extension of Studies, 
place themselves at the disposition of the universities of the United 
States in the matter of answering inquiries concerning Bibliography 
referring to Spanish problems and for the establishment of an 
exchange of publications. 

6. The Board of Extension of Studies would like to receive in 
all cases, in a permanent form, the catalogues and bulletins of the 
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universities of the United States which it keeps at the disposition of 
Spanish families and professors. In its turn the Board, would send 
to the universities of the United States its reports and its catalogues 
of publications and courses. 

7. If any university of the United States so desires, an exchange 
of students could be arranged. An American student designated 
by his university could go to work one or more years in the Labora- 
tories or Seminaries of the Board and in the classes of the Uni- 
versity of Madrid, being exempt from all payment of fees and 
receiving gratuitously board and lodging in the students' Residence 
Hall. In exchange a Spanish student designated by the Board 
would have the same advantages in a university of the United States. 

8. If any university of the United States so desires, the Board 
of Madrid could send a Spanish student (man or woman) who 
would give a certain number of hours of Spanish conversation 
weekly (either in class or in a "Casa espahola" similar to the 
"Maisons franchises" already organized) in exchange for board, 
lodging, and tuition fees, so as to be able to carry on his studies 
in some department of the university. 

9. If the universities of the United States so desire, the Board 
of Extension of Studies can give to certain Spanish graduates 
special preparation in Spanish language and literature and in the 
use of the English language, so that they may be called as Assist- 
ants or Instructors in the teaching of Spanish in the United States. 
The number of these young people would in any case have to be 
very small. It would be advisable for them to spend at least one 
semester in a university of the United States before being definitely 
appointed. During this semester they could give a few classes in 
conversation and receive an initial provisional salary. The Board 
believes it advisable, for the welfare of the teaching in the uni- 
versities of- the United States as well as for the interests of Spain, 
that these young Assistants should remain in America only a 
certain number of years and should then return to Spain, being 
replaced by others. 

10. If the universities of the United States so desire, Spanish 
professors and scientific men could come to the United States 
periodically to give courses in the Language and Literature, Pho- 
netics, Art, Paleontology, History, social, political, and international 
problems of Spain. These courses would be given in the universi- 
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ties, announced and included in their programs. The greater part 
of. them would have to be given in Spanish. They might consist of 
series of lectures, followed by questions and discussions, occupy- 
ing from one to three months. In this way several universities 
would be able to utilize the lectures successively. 

If each university interested in this project will communicate 
to the Board what would be the subject matter, dates, duration, 
and conditions required, the Board will combine! the various peti- 
tions and will be able to offer each year a schedule of courses and 
lectures. 

11. The Board of Extension of Studies will continue to send 
to the United States scholars who it hopes will be received in the 
laboratories of the universities and scientific institutions. In order 
to keep in touch with their conduct and the result of their studies 
the Board desires to communicate directly with the American 
professors. 

12. The Board desires to invite some American professors to 
go to Madrid to direct, during a period of several months or a 
year, investigations and laboratory work in order to teach their 
methods, especially in sciences such as biology, psychology, physics, 
etc. For this purpose it will communicate directly with the respect- 
ive universities, stating the type of work which it desires, the 
condition of the laboratory and the students, the date, the duration 
and the economic conditions. 

13. In some cases an exchange of professors could be arranged 
if it happens that the interests of the Board of Madrid and those 
of the American universities are reciprocal. Then each country 
would send to the other its own professors, paying their salaries 
and expenses. 

14. If the frequency and importance of the relations between 
Spain and the American universities should warrant it, the Board 
will establish in New York a committee composed of Spaniards 
and Americans and an office which will have for its purpose the 
furnishing of information concerning the intellectual and artistic 
life of Spain, the preparation of courses and the exchanges with 
the United States as well as the 'direction of Spanish students in 
America. 
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15. If the attempts of the first few years were successful, some 
form of permanent cooperation and laboratory work could be 
devised, and the resulting influences going beyond the theoretical 
sphere would create relations between American and Spanish 
industries and interests. 

******* 

The Board is desirous of knowing the opinion of the universities 
of the United States and receiving whatever other suggestions they 
may consider opportune. 

Jose Castillejo, 
Delegate of the Spanish Ministry of Public Instruction. 

Address in the United States: 
Care of Professor F. de Onis, 
Columbia University, New York City. 

Address in Spain : 

Junta para Ampliacion de Estudios, 
Moreto 1, Madrid. 



